Placitas Hike/Bike Project Survey

Survey ran for the last 3 months of 2021
350 responses received
89% of responses were from 87043 zip code
Over 6% of Placitas residents responded!
78% of respondents support LPA pursuing funding for bike & walking paths
25 respondents said they wanted to be part of our work group ©
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Highway 165 Uses

* 56% of respondents travel the highway by motorized vehicle
more than 20 days/month.

* 46% travel the highway on foot each month, most only 1-5
days/month. 56% said they do not walk on the highway at all.
* Those that do walk travel an average of 2.2 miles/trip.

* 40% of respondents travel by bicycle each month

* They averaged 2.5 days/month, but 7% of respondents
travel Hwy 165 by bike more than 10 days/month

* 35% of those that bike the Hwy travel over 5 miles/trip,
and 23% travel more than 10 miles

* 60% said they do not bike on the highway at all.
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Highway 165 Safety Perceptions

* On a scale of 1-10, 27% ranked the safety of the Hwy as 1 (least safe),

while only 1% gave it a 10 (most safe) for cyclists and walkers.
* 73% of respondents ranked Hwy 165’s safety as 3 or below
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Highway 165 Safety Perceptions

* Most respondents agree that from I-25 through the S-curves is
unsafe, but the S-curves to the village is the least safe stretch
of Hwy 165, with the village to the Forest boundary being of

least concern.

Safety Perceptions by Highway Sections
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Potential Hwy 165 Uses with Improved Safety

* 46% and 32% said they would be more likely to bike or walk
(respectively) if there was a marked bike lane

* 42% and 44% said they would be more likely to bike or walk
(respectively) if there was a dedicated off-road path

* 36% and 22% said they would be more likely to bike or walk
(respectively) if there were wider shoulders of 3-4 feet
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Potential Hwy 165 Uses with Improved Safety

* Trails (66%) and shopping/dining (44%) were the most popular
responses for where respondents would walk or bike if they felt safe.

To where would you walk or bike if you felt safe?
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Child Safety

» 77 respondents indicated they have school-age children or
grandchildren.

* Only 3 respondents allow their children to walk or ride along Hwy
165.

* 48% said they would be more comfortable allowing kids to be on
the Hwy if there was a dedicated bike lane.

* 65% said they would be more comfortable allowing kids
to be on the Hwy if there was a dedicated off-road path.
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Bike Safety

* On a scale of 1 to 10, 92% of respondents ranked the importance of
wider shoulders in uphill travel lanes at 6 or above, with 57% at a 10.

If you are a cyclist, how important is it to have wider shoulders when traveling uphill?
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Sharing the Path

* 93% of respondents said both walkers and cyclists should be
permitted to use a dedicated path along Hwy 165

What do you think permissible uses of a dedicated path should include?
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Written Comments Received
We received 149 written comments
* 22 comments were negative in some way
* Several commenters believe roads are only for motorized vehicles and don’t
understand why cyclists might not be able to stay on the shoulder, so there’s
definitely room for education about sharing the road.
* 8 talked about how the project could improve property values, attract
younger people to Placitas, and improve business opportunities =™y,
* 46 comments mentioned safety is an issue m
* 30 comments were in support of a dedicated off-road path
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My Favorite Comments

“Important that e-bikes are included - they are great for older folks
with bad knees, etc.”

“I would never let my child walk the highway in its current form.”

“165 is not safe for anything but autos. We need to change our
paradigms about transportation/commuting. Routes should be
pedestrian/bikeable first, not an afterthought.”

11 Las Placitas Assocation
KUPR Radio 99.9 LPFM

11
Thank you for being here! Questions??
Local celebrity deejay, Johnny
Lawndart, soliciting for survey
takers at the Day of the Tread
organized bike ride in Placitas.
ey.; Hwy 185.;;;;1der
BIKE =
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