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Pavement Assessment For Bicycles On Highway 165, Placitas, New Mexico

The purpose of this assessment is to inventory the existing conditions of the pavement outside of the 
main travel lanes as it pertains to bicyclists. The over-all assessment shows inconsistencies in the 
quality and width of the pavement outside of the white lines along this roadway. There are some issues 
which just require minor maintenance, some which require minor asphalt additions, and others which 
will require significant construction to repair.

This inventory starts at mile marker 0 which is at the center of Interstate 25, runs east along the south 
edge of pavement and then south along the west edge of pavement to the beginning of the gravel 
portion of Highway 165 near
mile marker 9. The assessment
continues from this point along
the east edge of pavement
running north and then west
along the north edge of
pavement back to Interstate 25.

Beginning at mile marker 0
and running east, the edge of
the road is very bike-friendly.
There is at least 4 feet outside
of the travel lanes, and the
pavement is in good condition.

We continue east to mile point
1.4 where the road narrows are
the east end of a guard rail
which needs to have the weeds
and undergrowth removed or
trimmed.



As we continue east along the south
edge of the pavement, we find that
the bicycle area is in good condition,
and is of adequate width until we
reach mile 3.4. this area needs some
maintenance in the form of trimming
the wild growth along the road.

At mile 3.7 there is a brief
narrowing of the pavement to a
width of about 1 foot. There is a
secondary lower width of
pavement which is in good
condition, and is wider, but the
drop from the main pavement to
the lower part may be difficult for
some road bikes.

We continue easterly until we
reach mile 4.1. Here the
pavement briefly narrows to a
width of six inches outside of the
white line at the west end of the
guard rail.



At approximately mile 4.2, Rainbow
Valley Road, the main part of the
pavement narrows again, but there is a
lower area which is of acceptable width
and condition for cyclists. The issue
again is the transition from upper to
lower pavement which may be difficult
for road bikes.

At mile 5.1 we enter the
San Antonio De Las
Huertas Land Grant. This
is also a point at which the
pavement outside of the
white line narrows to a
width of less than a foot,
and narrows a width of
zero opposite of Overlook
Drive. Shortly east of
Overlook Drive the
pavement widens again.

We continue east to mile 5.2 where
there is wild growth protruding
over the pavement. The area east of
this point also has quite a bit of
gravel on the pavement, and in the
late winter often has left-over salt
which makes the road a hazard to
bicycles with road tires. This area
needs regular maintenance. 



We continue east, and encounter
areas of gravel which encroach
over the south edge of pavement
until we reach the post office at
mile 6.3. At this point the area
outside of the white line narrows
to a width of one foot.

When we reach mile
6.5 at the cemetery,
the pavement
narrows further to
only three inches.
The pavement is also
cracked and rough
until it widens again.
There are also places
where gravel
encroaches over the
pavement opposite of
Camino De Las
Huertas Road.

At mile 7.1 and the intersection
of Tecolote Road, we find the
area outside of the white line
narrows to a width of about one
foot. There are also trees which
hang over the edge of the
pavement east of this area.



At approximately mile 7.2, we
encounter a potentially
dangerous area of the road for
cyclists. It is also an area which
will be difficult to repair. The
pavement outside of the white
line is only two inches wide,
and there is a significant drop-
off adjacent to the edge of
pavement. The pavement does
not widen again until we reach
Camino Ojo de La Casa.

As Highway 165 continues
south from this point, there is
only about six inches of
pavement outside of the white
line until we reach the end of
the pavement at mile 9.2. There
is not too much vehicle traffic
in this area; it is more critical
that other areas are improved
first. 
There is the gravel which
encroaches well into the road at
address 876.

This concludes the assessment of the pavement eastbound along highway 165.

The following is an inventory of the conditions for bicyclists heading back west toward Interstate 25. 
There is little traffic in the area from mile 9.2 to the intersection of highway 165 and Camino De Las 
Huertas at approximately mile 6.85. At this point there is a noticeable increase in the number of cars 
using the highway. 



Starting at mile 9.2, there is no pavement
outside of the white line, and there is
some brush which needs to be trimmed
away from the road.               

At marker 8.9 the guard rail is two feet
outside of the white line, and the
shoulder is non-existent.

The distance from the white line at the
edge of the pavement to the guard rail
narrows to only one foot at mile points
8.8 and 8.7, and there is no paved
shoulder.



At mile 8.65, the edge of the road is
falling apart. This is just south of the
intersection of Perdiz Canyon Road.

Near mile points 8.3 and 8.2 a guard rail
is very close to the edge of the road, and
there is little pavement outside of the
white line.

Just north of mile 8, there is brush
protruding under the guard rail, and over
the edge of pavement. The pavement in
this area extends only four to six inches
outside of the white line.



At mile 7.85 and the driveway for house
number 777, the edge of pavement
slopes downward outside of the white
line, and then drops off about 3 inches.
This could be dangerous for road bikes.

Between mile points 7.7 and 7.6 there
is brush growing under the guard rail
and over the edge of pavement. This
picture was taken facing southeast.
Please note the small width of
pavement outside of the white line.

Between mile markers 7.55 and 7.4
(which is just southeast of Camino Ojo
de la Casa) there is also brush growing
under the guard rail, but the pavement is
slightly wider and flat. There is also some
gravel on this portion of the pavement.



At mile 7.2, the width of the pavement
outside of the white line is about 6 inches;
not quite adequate even considering the
sparse traffic in this area.

At the intersection of Tecolote Road,
there is a nice, wide shoulder for about
800 feet until it narrows to nothing at
mile marker 7. The shoulder widens
again to about five feet 800 feet west of
this point. Inconsistency is the main
problem with this area.

As we travel west to Camino De Las
Huertas, there is also some gravel on the
edge of the road.

Camino De Las Huertas is one of the
main feeder roads for highway 165.
There is a definite increase in vehicle
traffic west of this road, and the bike
lane is not adequate here. The area
outside of the white line narrows to
nothing at the elementary school
entrance

Just west of the elementary school
entrance at mile points 6.6 and 6.5 there
are small trees which overhang the
pavement.



Between mile points 6.4 and 6.0 the
pavement outside of the white line
varies from six to twelve inches. This
area is flat beyond the edge of
pavement, and it would be easy to make
a proper bike lane here because the
gravel shoulder is relatively level.

At mile 5.75 a three-foot wide bike
lane starts, and continues until about
mile 4.7.  

The exception to this is at the intersection
of Overlook Road (mile markers 5.15-5.1)
where the bike lane narrows to only three
inches.



At The Hacienda De Placitas (mile 4.7) the
edge of the road slopes down toward the
outside edge, and is quite narrow in some
places.

Just east of Rainbow Valley Road the
pavement outside of the white line narrows
to nothing, and is not in very good condition.
A short distance west of Rainbow Valley
Road, at mile 4.2, the bike lane returns to a
width which varies between two and three
feet.

From mile 4.2 to mile 2.6 the bike
lane is in good condition, but at
certain points (mm 3.3, mm 2.6)
there are plants growing over the
pavement which narrow the usable
bike lane.



At the intersection of Homestead Lane,
the bike lane briefly narrows to only
one foot in width.
Please note the “extra” pavement
adjacent to the road. This could easily
be added to the bike lane.
Just west of Homestead Lane there are
more flowers which encroach over the
pavement.

Between mile points 2.1 and 2.0 the bike
lane narrows to about 18 inches. This is a
high-traffic area and the width should be
four feet.
Please note the existence of “extra”
pavement outside of the edge of the road
which could be utilized for making a proper
bike lane.
The width of the bike lane varies between
one and two feet from this point west until
mile marker 1. This area has a wide, flat
shoulder, and can easily have a proper bike
lane.

The final spot which could use attention
is at mile 0.7. Here the bike lane
narrows to only one foot in width until
mile 0.4. From this point west to
Interstate 25 there is adequate pavement
for vehicles and bicycles.
Please note the wide, flat shoulder.




