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Electronic monitoring equlPment failed to detect a pipeline rupture that

SPeWed more血an 1 76,000 ga11ons ofcrude oil into a North Dckota

Creek, the pipeline-s operator said Monday.

It’s not yet clear why the monitoring equlPment didn-t detect the leak,

Wendy Owen, a SPOkeswoman for Casper, Wyoming-based True Cos.,

Which operates the Belle Fourche Pipe血e, Said.

A landowner discovered血e spill near Be脆eld on Dec. 5, aCCOrding to

Bill Suess, an enVirormental scientist wi他心e North Dakota Health

D epartm ent.

Suess said the spill migrated about a血ost 6 miles from the spill site

along Ash Coulee Creek, and it fouled an umknown amouut ofprivate

and U.S. Forest Service land along血e waterway. The creek feeds into

the Little Missouri River, but Seuss said it appears no oil got that far and

that no drinking water sources were threatened.



This 6-inch diameter pipe量ine spilled more than 176,000 ga1量ons of

Crude oi量down 6 miles ofAsh Coulee Creek un過㊥teC紙i鞠㊨且㊨C舘O議c

m㊥轟t⑲融蟹。 This pipe量ine was only 36 years o量d.

The possible cause of this rupture was an undetected hill side s量ip.

Are there any pipe量ines runn量ng uP and down steep hills in Placitas?
●

In comparison, Our Westem Re範ning Crude oil pipeIine ruming

through 8 mi量es of Placitas is a 60-year-Old, 16-inch diameter

Pipeline皿owing at 4.2 mi寒lion gallons per day, OPerating at 800psi,

and traveIing direct量y over most of our drinking water aquifeI:


